Inflammatory pseudotumor of the liver: report of eight cases, including three unusual cases, and a literature review.
Inflammatory pseudotumor (IPT) of the liver is a rare but increasingly recognized tumor-like lesion. This condition is becoming an important differential diagnosis in patients with hepatic space-occupying lesions. This study reports the clinical features of eight cases of IPT of the liver, including the first report of three cases with an unusual associated disease or clinical course. The study sample included cases of IPT diagnosed based on the histopathology in our institution from 1995 to 2004. Clinical events were reported and compared with reports in the literature. The age of the patients ranged from 28 to 78 years. The most common symptoms were abdominal pain, fever and bodyweight loss. Three patients were diagnosed incidentally. The initial clinical diagnoses were hepatocellular carcinoma in three cases, liver abscess in two cases, metastasis in one case and uncertain nature in two cases. Two cases were associated with preceding endophthalmitis and cholangiocarcinoma, respectively. Two patients had spontaneous lesion regression, but one of these had possible recurrence 10 months later. The other two patients experienced resolution of their lesions following antibiotic treatment. Four patients underwent surgical resection with subsequent recovery. The clinical and imaging features of IPT in this small series were found to sometimes mimic those of malignant liver tumors or abscess. Surgical resection was performed in half of the cases. However, IPT of the liver could resolve spontaneously or following antibiotics treatment.